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LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE: EK WE THE PEQPLE FINISHES #39 IN THE NATION

For the first time in nearly 30 years, the East Kentwood
High School We the People team has earned a Top 10
national finish, placing #9 in the nation at the 2026 We the
People National Finals competition in Washington, D.C.

Competing against the top 47 teams in the country, EK
students represented Michigan on one of the nation’s
biggest stages for civic education. Approximately 1,200
students competed in front of 68 expert judgesin a
competition focused on history, philosophy, constitutional
law, politics, and current events.

After two intense days of competition, East Kentwood
advanced to the final top 10 round for the first time since
1997. Students then participated in extended championship
hearings before ultimately finishing ranked #9 nationally —
the highest finish by a Michigan school since 2015.

“This truly was a memorable season for this group, their
coaches, and the KPS community that invested in their
success!” said coach Justin Robbins.

in their specific content areas, including four units that
finished in the national Top 10:

«  Unit 3: Kian Bakri, Trinity Burch, and Ahmed Elkhwad —
#2 nationally

«  Unit 2: Brooklyn Berlin, Emma Johnson, and Christina
Le — #5 nationally

- Unit 6: Soniya Bhattarai, Maribella Grzesiak, and
Adelaida Pablo Pablo — #6 nationally

«  Unit 1: Benjamin Huffine Il, Edwin Lopez-Garcia, and
Daniel Phan — #8 nationally

Continued on page 2...

“This truly was a memorable season for this
group, their coaches, and the KPS community
that invested in their success!”

The accomplishment capped off an already remarkable
season for the team, which also earned district and state
championships earlier this year.

All six EK units finished ranked 18th or higher nationally

5820 Eastern Avenue SE, Kentwood, MI 49508
Phone: (616) 455-4400 Fax: (616) 455-4475

KPS BOND PROPOSAL APPROVED BY VOTERS

Kentwood Public Schools would like to thank the
community for its partnership and support following the
successful passage of the district's Safety and Success
Bond Proposal on May 5.

The proposal was approved by voters with 56%b voting in
favor.

The bond proposal will support approximately $125
million in district improvements focused on student
safety, learning opportunities, and facility needs across
the district. Planned projects include districtwide safety
enhancements, expanded Career and Technical Education
(CTE) and STEM learning opportunities, a new Valleywood
Middle School, performing arts improvements, updates to

Continued on page 3.
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According to coaches, the team’s success was fueled by

an unprecedented level of commitment and preparation.
Students combined for more than 502 hours of practice time
outside of school since January, which is more than double
the program’s previous record.

“Team 39 committed to our process and program beliefs

in a way that | have not seen before,” Robbins said. “They
always took on whatever we threw at them and exceeded our
expectations going forward.”

Preparation for the season began in May 2025, with students
participating in summer Zoom sessions and beginning official

preparation weeks before the school year started.

The success also reflects the long-standing tradition of the
EK We the People program, now in its 40th season. Teams are
numbered each year to honor the students and coaches who
built the program over decades of excellence.

THE HEARTBEAT OF THE FRESHMAN CAMPUS

One of those longtime leaders is retired East Kentwood
teacher Ken Ozanich, who has coached every EK We the
People team since the program began.

“This year, Team 39 demonstrated that KPS
can produce students who excel in an elite
academic competition against the entire
country...”

For many students, the national competition also marked
their first trip to Washington, D.C. In addition to competing,
students toured historical sites and met with United States
Representative Hillary Scholten during their visit.

“This year, Team 39 demonstrated that KPS can produce
students who excelin an elite academic competition
against the entire country when we support them to the
best of our ability and they choose to embrace a process of
finding out what they’re capable of,” Robbins said.

Every school has a heartbeat, and, at the East Kentwood Freshman Campus, it can often be found in the cafeteria.

The Freshman Campus Nutritional Services Team does far more than serve meals. Each day, they create a welcoming
space where students feel seen, supported, and connected. From warm greetings in the morning to small moments of
encouragement throughout the day, the cafeteria team helps set a positive tone for students as they navigate their first year

of high school.

For many freshmen, the cafeteria is one of the first places they
visit each day. It is a place to gather with friends, recharge, and
connect with caring adults. The team understands that their
work is about more than food; it is about creating comfort,
consistency, and belonging for students.

That care can be seen throughout the cafeteria experience,
from the popular yogurt bar at breakfast to the fresh salad bar
featuring lettuce grown right outside the serving line through
the hydroponic farm program led by Mr. Jeff. As Mrs. Christi
Koning shared, “Harvest day salads are always gone.”

Students also look forward to the fan-favorite iced cookies in
the snack line, which are often decorated to celebrate holidays,
school events, and special occasions. Those thoughtful touches
help build school spirit and create a sense of community within
the building.

The Nutritional Services Team plays an important role in shaping

the culture of the Freshman Campus through hospitality, creativity, and kindness. Their work reminds students each day that

they are cared for and valued.

We are grateful for the Freshman Campus Nutritional Services Team and the heart they bring to our building every single day.
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the KPS Ice Arena, and playground improvements.

In a message shared with families, staff, and community

members the day after the election, Superintendent

Kevin Polston expressed gratitude for the continued
partnership between the
district and community.

“The partnership Kentwood
Public Schools shares

with our families and
community is truly special,
and yesterday's vote was
another powerful reflection
of that support,” Polston
shared. “We are deeply
grateful for the trust you
have placed in our district.”

Polston also emphasized

the district's commitment to
transparency and responsible stewardship as projects
move forward.

“With the approval of this bond, we will continue to
prioritize safety and security across our district,” he
said. “Today, though, is simply about saying thank you.
Because of your support, Kentwood Public Schools is
well-positioned to continue striving for Excellence and
Equity in Education, both for our students today and for
generations to come.”

The district will now begin the next phase of planning
and engagement work alongside students, staff,
families, and community members as projects move
forward.

ANOTHER EK GRADUATE MATCHES IN MEDICINE
— RETURNING HOME T0 SERVE

In last month's district newsletter, we proudly highlighted
Kentwood graduates who matched into medical residency
programs. After going to press, we learned of one more
outstanding alum to celebrate, one whose journey is
bringing him back home.

Mwangi Wamaina (Bowen Elementary, Discovery Elementary,
Crestwood Middle School, East Kentwood Freshman
Campus), a 2016 graduate of East Kentwood High School,

has matched into the Internal Medicine Residency Program
through Corewell Health and Michigan State University.

He will primarily train at Butterworth Hospital, returning

to Grand Rapids to serve the very community that helped
shape him.

After graduating from EK, Wamaina attended Oakwood
University, where he majored in biochemistry. He later
worked as a medical scribe in a cardiology and pulmonology
clinic before earning his medical degree from the University
of Illinois College of Medicine Rockford.

“It was amazing to finally know where | will be at for
residency,” Wamaina shared. “l am looking forward to coming
back to Grand Rapids and serving the community where |
was raised.”

Wamaina hopes to become a cardiologist and credits
Kentwood Public Schools for helping shape his path.

“My time in Kentwood Public Schools was an awesome
experience,” Wamaina said. “Teachers and staff from
kindergarten through senior year of high school were
excellent and supportive in encouraging me to pursue my
dreams. It was wonderful to learn with and from my fellow
students, who came from a variety of diverse backgrounds.
| am grateful to God to have been a part of Kentwood Public
Schools, for each student and employee that | met and
interacted with then, and for His guidance of my life to this
point”
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MEADOWLAWN AND DISCOVERY NAMED

NATIONAL SHOWCASE SCHOOLS

Kentwood Public Schools is proud to celebrate
Meadowlawn Elementary and Discovery Elementary for
being named National Showcase Schools for the 2025-
2026 school year through the Capturing Kids' Hearts
process.

The recognition highlights the schools’ commitment to
building strong relationships, creating positive school
cultures, and ensuring students feel safe, valued,
connected, and ready to succeed each day.

The designation also reflects Kentwood Public Schools’
ongoing work as a Capturing Kids' Hearts District,
emphasizing relationship-building and student belonging
as important foundations for learning.

KPS congratulates the students, staff, and school leaders
at Meadowlawn and Discovery for this outstanding
achievement and for their dedication to creating school
communities where relationships come first.

PINEWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL CELEBRATES
CULTURE AND COMMUNITY

Pinewood Middle School hosted a vibrant two-day cultural
celebration that brought students and staff together to
recognize the diverse backgrounds within the school
community.

The event began with a cultural trivia activity during team
time, created by members of the student cultural committee,
highlighting cultures from around the world while showcasing
student leadership and creativity.

The celebration continued as students expressed their
cultural pride by dressing in traditional attire, KPS apparel,
or everyday clothing. Students also visited the collaboration
center to take photos, while staff participated in a potluck
luncheon, sharing dishes and traditions.

Students enjoyed a variety of food samples, including
plantains, guava pastries, habanero Hawaiian tortilla chips,
and more. In total, more than 750 trays were prepared

and distributed. The event was made possible through the
generosity of community donors, including Southern Smoke,
LLC, Sam’s Club, Costco, Family Fare, Inspiring U Therapy, LLC,
and Project Healthy School Program.

REGISTRATION CONTINUES FOR THE 2026—27 SCHOOL YEAR

Kentwood Public Schools reminds families that all students — both new and returning — must complete online

registration for the 202627 school year.

Online registration is now available through the KPS website at Kentwood Public Schools Online Registration.

Registering early helps the district prepare schedules, classroom assignments, and transportation plans more

efficiently ahead of the new school year.

Kentwood Public Schools thanks the many families who have already completed registration and encourages others to
do so as soon as possible to help support a smooth and successful start to the 2026—27 school year.

Families with questions are encouraged to contact their child’s school for assistance.


https://www.kentwoodps.org/ourdistrict/enrollment/olr/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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EKHS STUDENT EARNS FIRST PLACE IN GOVOTE
POSTER CONTEST

East Kentwood High School student Thai Huynh has added
another award-winning chapter to Kentwood Public Schools’
strong tradition of success in the GoVote Poster Contest.

Thai recently earned 1st Place in the 2026 GoVote Poster Contest
& Scholarship sponsored by the League of Women Voters of the
Greater Grand Rapids Area.

The annual contest highlights the importance of civic
engagement and encourages students to promote voting
through original artwork and messaging.

According to organizers, Thai's award-winning artwork
powerfully captured the importance of participating in the
democratic process. In addition to creating the winning poster,
Thai also represented East Kentwood High School through a
thoughtful speech about the power of vating.

Kentwood Public Schools also recognizes the art teachers who
supported and encouraged Thai throughout the process.

Congratulations to Thai on this outstanding achievement and
on continuing Kentwood's tradition of excellence in the GoVote
Poster Contest.

SPRECIC HONORED WITH DOCTORAL RISING STAR AWARD

Alongtime Kentwood Public Schools educator and leader has been recognized for
outstanding scholarship, leadership, and commitment to serving multilingual learners.
Sanela Sprecic recently received the Doctoral Rising Star Award from the Western
Michigan University College of Education and Human Development during a recent awards
ceremony.

The award recognizes exceptional students within the College of Education and Human
Development who demonstrate outstanding potential in scholarship, teaching, and
professional leadership. Recipients are selected based on academic excellence, high-
quality professional work, and active leadership within their field.

Sprecic is currently pursuing a doctorate in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages) through Western Michigan University while continuing to lead Kentwood Public
Schools’ multilingual learner programming and support services.

Her journey within Kentwood Public Schools reflects both perseverance and dedication.
Sprecic began her career in KPS as a paraprofessional before becoming a teacher and
eventually serving in district leadership. A former refugee from Bosnia herself, she brings
both personal experience and deep compassion to her work supporting multilingual
students and families across the district.

Throughout her career, Sprecic has been a passionate advocate for ensuring students and families feel welcomed, supported,
and empowered as part of the KPS community. This recognition highlights not only her academic accomplishments, but also
the meaningfulimpact she continues to have on students, staff, and families throughout Kentwood Public Schools.

Kentwood Public Schools congratulates Sprecic on this outstanding and well-deserved honor.
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BAILEY NAMED MICHIGAN POSITIVE ATHLETE GIRLS COACH OF THE YEAR

Kentwood Public Schools is proud to celebrate Jennifer Bailey for being
named the 2026 Michigan Positive Athlete Girls Coach of the Year.

The statewide honor recognizes coaches who demonstrate exceptional
leadership, character, and positive impact on student-athletes both on and
off the court.

According to the organization, more than 15,500 student-athletes and
coaches from more than 6,300 high schools nationwide were nominated
for Positive Athlete honors this year, with fewer than 1% selected as award
winners.

Bailey was recognized for her dedication to mentoring and inspiring
student-athletes while helping build a positive culture within the East
Kentwood girls basketball program and school community.

As part of the recognition, Bailey will be honored at the Positive Athlete
Michigan Awards Ceremony on June 10 at Comerica Park.

Kentwood Public Schools congratulates Coach Bailey on this outstanding
and well-deserved achievement!
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KPS ELEMENTARY ART SHOW TRANSFORMS LIBRARY INTO
STUDENT GALLERY

KPS elementary art teachers transformed the Kentwood Public Library into a vibrant
gallery space, showcasing the talent and hard work of student artists from across the
district. The annual Art Show welcomed more than 600 community members, bringing
together students, families, and staff. The exhibit featured a wide range of artwork,
highlighting the creativity and unique perspectives of each student.

This event was made possible through the dedication and collaboration of KPS

elementary art teachers, whose efforts created an engaging and meaningful experience for all who attended. Their
commitment to fostering artistic expression and elevating student voice was evident throughout the exhibit. This event serves
as a celebration of student achievement and the strong partnership between schools, families, and the community.

JOY JOINS KSSN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Congratulations go out to Kentwood Public Schools Executive Director of Strategy and Innovation, Sunil
Joy. Joy was recently named by the Kent School Services Network (KSSN) to serve on its Board of
Directors.

KSSN partners with school districts across Kent County to “implement the community school strategy,
connecting students and families to the supports and opportunities they need to thrive.

In choosing Joy to serve in this role, KSSN leadership said, “Sunil brings a strategic and data-driven lens
that will help strengthen KSSN’s mission and long-term sustainability. His understanding of how schools
operate and what they need to thrive make him a valuable addition to our Board.”

Joy is excited for the work ahead with this appointment, particularly with how it will positively impact the students and families
of Kentwood, as well as in other districts across Kent County.

“It's a privilege to join the KSSN Board of Directors,” he said. “This appointment reinforces our commitment to serving students
beyond academics by deepening collaboration between schools and community partners. When we align systems and
resources, we create stronger outcomes for students and families across Kentwood.”

CELEBRATING HAMILTON'S KSSN COORDINATOR: MONICA HALL

At Hamilton Elementary, we are proud to recognize the incredible impact of our KSSN
Coordinator, Monica Hall, whose dedication and passion continue to strengthen our entire school
community. As a proud Kentwood graduate, she brings a deep commitment to giving back to her
community and supporting our students and families.

In a short time, she has built strong partnerships with our Parent Teacher Committee (PTC) and
Community School Leadership Team (CSLT), helping to strengthen connection, collaboration,
and support across our school. Her dedication, heart, and proactive approach truly reflect our
commitment to belonging and community.

We are so grateful to have her on our team—and this is only the beginning!

ECC STUDENTS THRIVE THROUGH INCLUSIVE YOUNG ATHLETES PROGRAM

KPS ECC has partnered with Special Olympics Young Athletes as part of our commitment
toinclusion. Young Athletes is an early childhood play program for students with and

without disabilities, providing students of all abilities the same opportunities to advance

in core developmental milestones. Inclusive education benefits all students by promoting
understanding, reducing prejudice, strengthening social integration, and empowering students
to embrace their unique identities and thrive.

We would like to recognize our amazing ECC team, Annette Kent, Christine Woodman, and Ngun
Zi (Azi), who work hard to plan, coordinate, and lead engaging lessons. We thank them for their
commitment to providing this amazing opportunity for our students.

I



Kentwood School News

NATIONAL RECOGNITION HIGHLIGHTS LEADERSHIP IN KPS FINE ARTS

A national arts education organization has recognized Kim Meyers-Baas for her leadership and impact in arts education
across the Midwest.

Meyers-Baas recently received the National Art Education Association (NAEA) Western Region Supervision &
Administration Award during the 2026 NAEA National Convention in Chicago. The award recognizes the top arts
administrator across a 12-state region that includes Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri,
Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Ohio.

The recognition builds on her earlier selection as Michigan Supervisor of the Year and highlights her commitment to
supporting high-quality visual arts, design, and media arts education opportunities for students and staff across Kentwood
Public Schools.

As part of the convention, Kentwood Public Schools also brought a team of art educators representing multiple grade
levels and buildings to participate in professional learning opportunities alongside nearly 5,000 art educators from across
the nation.

The KPS team included Le Tran, Matt LaFleur, and Art Araujo from East Kentwood High School; Lindsay King from East
Kentwood Freshman Campus; Kathy Klug from Crestwood Middle School; and Val Endres from Bowen Elementary School
and Meadowlawn Elementary School.

Convention programming included sessions and workshops focused on contemporary practice, Al in the arts, innovative
teaching strategies, and emerging trends in arts education.

“This award belongs to the Kentwood educators who have supported and shaped this work, and | am grateful to do it
together,” Meyers-Baas shared.

Kentwood Public Schools congratulates Meyers-Baas and the KPS Fine Arts team on this outstanding recognition and
continued commitment to excellence in arts education.
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CREATING WORLDS OF WONDER AT TOWNLINE ELEMENTARY

At Townline Elementary, our staff continually goes above and beyond to create meaningful and memorable experiences for
students, and our Collaborative Learning Center (C.L.C.) is a shining example of that dedication in action.

This Staff Appreciation Week, we are proud to recognize Mrs. Julie Hosteter, our incredible school librarian, whose creativity
and passion bring our learning spaces to life. Each month, Mrs. Hosteter transforms the C.L.C. into an immersive, themed
environment that sparks curiosity and fuels imagination. Through thoughtful

design and attention to detail, she invites students not just to read about new

worlds, but to step inside them.

This month, students are diving deep into the mysteries of the ocean. From

the moment they enter, they are surrounded by an underwater adventure,
complete with scuba divers, an enchanting “Octopus Garden,” and even a beach
setting that makes exploration feel real and exciting. Carefully placed books
and artifacts throughout the space encourage discovery, connecting literature
with hands-on experiences in a way that resonates with learners of all ages.

Mrs. Hosteter's work reflects more than creativity, it shows her deep
commitment to fostering a love of reading and learning in every student who
walks through the doors. Her imagination, dedication to her craft, and genuine
care for our school community make a lasting impact.

Townline Elementary is truly fortunate to have staff members like Julie
Hosteter, who remind us all of the power of creativity, connection, and a great book.

SUPPORTING THE WHOLE CHILD ACROSS KENTWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS

As part of Teacher and Staff Appreciation Month, Kentwood Public
Schools is proud to recognize the dedicated professionals who make
up the district’s Student Services team.

The Student Services Department supports students and families

in countless ways each day, including special education services,
mental health and well-being supports, school nursing, early childhood
programming, afterschool care through ARCH Programs, pupil
accounting and registration, whole child supports, and culture and
climate initiatives.

According to Executive Director of Student Services Veronica Lake,
the impact of the team reaches every corner of the district. “l want to

celebrate the KPS Student Services team for their dedication to the The KPS team of nurses and health aides is just
entire school family,” Lake shared. “They are creative partners to our one important group that supports students and
staff, anchors for our families, and champions for our students.” Lake families in the Student Services Department

also highlighted the compassion and restorative mindset the team
brings to their work each day.

“By approaching every situation with a restorative lens and a selfless spirit, they find the ‘good’ where others might
see only obstacles,” she said. “Their work ensures that everyone belongs.”

Through their daily efforts, the Student Services team helps ensure students are supported academically, socially,
emotionally, and physically while helping families feel connected and cared for throughout their KPS journey.

Kentwood Public Schools thanks the entire Student Services team for the meaningful difference they make for
students, staff, and families every day.
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CRESTWOOD'S BSC STRENGTHENS SCHOOL CULTURE THROUGH MENTORSHIP AND
RELATIONSHIP BUILDING

Crestwood continues to advance its commitment to student well being and positive school culture through the work of
its Behavior Support Center, a space designed to provide targeted, relationship driven support for students. The BSC
team, Anthony Gordon, Shawn Flood, Makayla Allen, Robin Thomas and Laquinn Adams, play a central role in fostering a
safe, supportive, and inclusive learning environment across the building.

The BSC operates on a proactive model that emphasizes mentorship, restorative practices, and collaborative problem
solving. Rather than focusing solely on behavioral incidents, the team prioritizes building strong, trusting relationships
with students and staff. This approach has contributed to improved student engagement, increased classroom
readiness, and strengthened communication between school and home.

Mprs. Allen brings a steady, solutions oriented presence to the BSC. She works
closely with students to set goals, reflect on progress, and develop strategies
that promote long term success both in and out of the classroom.

Mr. Gordon serves as a mentor who balances accountability with encouragement.
His ability to engage students through conversation, coaching, and positive
reinforcement has made him a trusted resource for students seeking guidance.

Mr. Shawn contributes a high level of energy and optimism to the team. His work
focuses on helping students repair relationships, make constructive choices, and
recognize their own growth.

Mr. Adams is known for his calm presence and ability to connect with students
who need structure and reassurance. His mentoring style blends consistency

with genuine care, helping students reset, reflect, and return to class ready to
learn.

Mrs.Thomas is recognized for her ability to build meaningful connections with
students. Her mentorship helps students navigate academic and emotional
challenges, while her communication with parents reinforces shared
expectations and support.

Together, this team collaborates closely with teachers, administrators, and families to ensure students receive
consistent, compassionate support. Their work strengthens the school's culture by modeling respect, empathy, and
teamwork. The BSC is more than a place students go when they need help, it's a place where they grow. Through
mentoring, relationship building, and unwavering belief in every child’s potential, Mr. Gordon, Mrs. Mr. Flood, Mrs. Allen,
Mrs. Thomas, and Mr. Adams are helping shape Crestwood into an environment where students feel safe, supported, and
ready to succeed.

MONSTER CREATIONS COME T0 LIFE!

In March, fourth graders from Discovery Elementary experienced a

moment of excitement as their imaginative monster drawings came to life.

In a collaboration with East Kentwood art students, the younger students’

sketches were transformed into colorful, one-of-a-kind pottery sculptures.

High school art students revealed the finished pottery monsters to the

fourth graders, who sat in front of the display with smiles and excitement.
The East Kentwood students had devoted time and craftsmanship to shaping,
firing, and painting each piece to reflect the details of the original artwork.

The Monster Mash event was a huge success, celebrating creativity,
collaboration, and the joy of seeing imagination brought to life.
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FALCON CLASSIC GOLF OUTING RETURNS JUNE 8!

Dust off your clubs — the Falcon Classic Golf Outing is back on Monday, June 8 at StoneWater Country Club! It's shaping up to
be a fantastic day filled with golf, good company, and a great cause — supporting Kentwood Public Schools.

There are so many ways to get in on the action. Grab some friends and sign up a foursome, become a sponsor, or help us
connect with local businesses who want to make an impact. No matter how you join in, you're helping support KPS studentsina
meaningful way.

Every dollar raised goes toward mini-grants for KPS teachers — bringing creative ideas to life in classrooms across the
district. From hands-on learning tools to innovative

classroom projects, these grants make a real difference for

both teachers and students.

Last year, we funded 20 teacher grants... and this year, we're
going bigger. Our goal? 40 grants and even more impact.

Sponsoring the outing is also a great way to showcase
your business while supporting education right here in our
community: a win-win!

So, whether you're in it for the birdies, the networking, or just
a fun day outdoors, we'd love to have you join us. Let's tee up
something great for KPS students!

Sign up here at: https:/ falcon-charity-classic.
perfectgolfevent.com/

|
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