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Sit at the welcome desk inside Door A at East Kentwood 
High School at five o’clock in the morning and you will 
quickly notice something special. Regardless of age, our 
community continues to come to school. The early-morning 
draw is clear: the East Kentwood Aquatic Center.

From before sunrise until well into the evening, the pools 
at the EK Aquatic Center are a vibrant gathering place for 
community members of all ages.

For the past two years, Dan Kimble has served as Director 
of Aquatic Operations at East Kentwood High School. Each 
day, he sees a wide range of swimmers walk through the 
doors, from toddlers taking their very first swim lessons to 
senior citizens using the water to stay active.

“We have babies and children getting into the water for 
the first time,” Kimble explains, “all the way up to senior 
members of our community who use the facility almost 
like physical therapy, to keep their joints moving and stay 
healthy.”
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Dedicated lap swimmers have also made the Aquatic 
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Center part of their daily routine. Some have come for 
decades, which has led to them taking part in amazing 
events such as the annual Mackinac Bridge Swim.

Dean Heetderks is one of those swimmers. For more than 
15 years, he has arrived at the EK pool by 6:00 a.m. most 
mornings to swim laps. When asked why, his answer is 
simple. “Mental health is probably the short answer,” he 
shares. “It’s a guaranteed bright spot in the day.”

Pat Hornick is another regular at the Aquatic Center. When 
she and her husband were deciding where to move while in 
their retirement, the pool at EK played a significant role in 
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Town Hall Meetings Scheduled for May 
Bond Proposal
Kentwood Public Schools invites families, staff, and 
community members to attend upcoming town hall 
meetings to learn more about the May Safety and Success 
Bond proposal and to share input on future district plans.

Meetings will be held in March and April. Additional details 
and registration information are available by scanning the 
QR code or visiting kentwoodps.org.

If approved, the proposal would result in a 0.5 mill 
adjustment, bringing the district’s millage rate to 4.5 mills. 

Continued on page 2...
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their decision to move to Kentwood.

“It’s just a wonderful place,” Hornick says during a break in 
her morning swim. “This is the community we’re connected 
to. The pool is really such a gem.”

“It’s just a wonderful place,” Hornick says 
during a break in her morning swim. “This is 

the community we’re connected to. The pool is 
really such a gem.”

Both Heetderks and Hornick agree that while the facility 
itself is exceptional, it’s the people, both the staff and fellow 
swimmers alike, who make it truly special.

“The feeling of the 
people is probably the 
best part,” Heetderks 
shares. “I’ve made so 
many good friends here.”

Community swimming 
makes up only a fraction 
of Aquatic Center 

activity. East Kentwood’s swim and dive teams and water 
polo teams train and compete in the space. Fifth-grade 
students across the district participate in a learn-to-swim 
and water safety program each year. Lessons are offered 
for both children and adults. The Davenport University swim 
and dive team also utilizes the facility.

While often busy, the EK Aquatic Center consistently 
maintains a warm and welcoming environment for all 
reflecting our commitment to serving all who live here. 
Our swimmers include many community members who do 
not have students in our district but proudly call Kentwood 
home. They provide a powerful example of how Kentwood 
Public Schools and our broader community are deeply 
connected.

To learn more about membership opportunities 
and programming, visit 
kentwoodps.org and explore 
the Aquatic Center page under 
the Athletics tab.

You can also scan the QR code 
to watch a video about the 
Aquatic Center experience, 
produced in partnership with 
AVES Films.

A Warm Pool, a Warm Welcome: Where the 
Kentwood Community Comes Together

Continued from page 1

Bendert Receives Prestigious Honor
Congratulations to Kentwood Public Schools elementary 
music teacher Ali Bendert on receiving a 2025 Cynthia 
Taggart Fellowship Award from the College of Music at 
Michigan State University.

This prestigious award is presented annually to music 
educators in recognition of outstanding teaching, 
mentoring, and service to the profession. Bendert 
described receiving the award as “a huge honor” and 
was proud to accept it at a ceremony in late January, 
surrounded by family and valued colleagues.

Bendert’s talent, passion for music, and dedication to her 
students are evident each day in KPS classrooms. She is 
part of an exceptional team of music educators who help 
provide a rich, well-rounded educational experience for 
our students year after year.

In addition to Bendert, former KPS music teacher and 
current Kentwood Band 
Boosters president Amy 
DeBoer also received a 2025 
Cynthia Taggart Fellowship 
Award. We congratulate 
both recipients on this well-
deserved honor and thank them 
for their continued service to 
our students.

KPS Sets the Standard for Plant-Based 
School Meals
Kentwood Public Schools’ Child Nutrition Services (CNS) 
team continues to make an impact well beyond our district.

Last year, the CNS department was awarded a $250,000 
grant from the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) 
to enhance and promote plant-based menu options for 
students at KPS and across K-12 districts throughout the 
state.

As a result, the plant-based recipes developed through 
the grant have now been published on the Michigan 
Department of Education’s website under its Resources 
page, making them available to schools statewide.

The recognition reflects the innovation, collaboration, 
and dedication of our Child Nutrition Services team. Their 
efforts not only expand healthy options for Kentwood 
students but also support districts across Michigan in 
offering nutritious, student-friendly plant-based meals.

We are incredibly proud of the CNS team and the 
meaningful work that continues to position KPS as a leader 
in student wellness and nutrition.

See recipe for Black Bean Corn Salsa on page 7!
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Community Enjoys Annual Black History Month Program
In February, Kentwood Public Schools proudly hosted its annual Black History Month 
Program, “Voices of Freedom: Roots of Resilience,” at East Kentwood High School. The 
evening began with a welcoming community reception featuring creative displays and 
in-depth learning projects created by students from every school across the district. 
These displays highlighted influential leaders, historical movements, and cultural 
contributions that continue to impact our nation and communities today.

The celebration continued in the Fine 
Arts Auditorium with powerful student 
performances through song, dance, and 
storytelling. Each performance reflected 
the strength, courage, and resilience woven 
throughout Black history.

From start to finish, the program was a 
moving celebration of student voice, talent, 
and unity. We are proud of our students and 
staff for honoring the past, inspiring the 
present, and uplifting stories that continue to 
guide and strengthen our community.

Hands-On STEM Sparks Big Thinking at 
Glenwood ARCH
At Glenwood ARCH, students have a blast learning 
through hands-on STEM activities. Students explore 
science, technology, engineering, and math by building, 
experimenting, and solving fun challenges together. STEM 
lessons help students learn how to work as a team, think 
creatively, and solve problems in exciting new ways—all 
while using their imaginations.

Students often team up with classmates to design, 
test, and improve their ideas. Whether they are building 
structures, testing materials, or finding creative solutions, 
students enjoy learning from one another and sharing 
their ideas. With access to unique materials and plenty 
of opportunities 
to collaborate, 
students’ 
creativity 
truly shines. At 
Glenwood ARCH, 
STEM learning is 
active, engaging, 
and full of 
discovery, making 
school a place 
where kids are 
excited to learn 
and create every 
day.

Town Hall Meetings Scheduled for May Bond 
Proposal Continued from page 1

Even with approval, Kentwood would continue to have the 
second lowest millage rate among school districts in Kent 
County.

Bond funds would support a range of safety and facility 
improvements, including construction of a new Valleywood 
Middle School, expansion of career technical education 
and STEM learning opportunities, fine arts upgrades at 
East Kentwood High School, a continuation of safety and 
ADA improvements to elementary playgrounds, mechanical 
upgrades to the EK Ice Arena, and other district-wide 
enhancements.

Absentee ballots will be available later this month, and 
Election Day is May 5. More information about the proposal 
is available at kentwoodps.org.
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Growing Leaders, Building Community at 
Hamilton ARCH
Hamilton’s ARCH program continues to build a welcoming 
environment where student engagement and leadership 
flourish.

In January, students explored an adventure-themed focus 
that encouraged teamwork, creativity, and problem-solving 
while reflecting on academic and personal growth. Daily 
movement activities — including basketball, soccer, 
running games, and Zumba — promoted wellness and 
sportsmanship.

Older students stepped into leadership roles by mentoring 
younger peers, strengthening positive connections across 
grade levels. The Youth Advisory Board also continued to 
shape programming by sharing feedback and helping guide 
future activities.

Overall, January showcased growing student voice, 
leadership, and community at Hamilton ARCH.

Sunshine, Smiles, and Strong Connections 
at Valleywood ARCH
Valleywood ARCH students enjoyed a month filled with fun, 
connection, and community. A silent disco quickly became 
a student favorite, with many already asking when it can 
happen again. After spending much of the day indoors, 
students also appreciated time outside together in the 
sunshine for a refreshing break. 

Family Night brought creativity and service together as 
students and families decorated pumpkins, created crafts, 
and designed bags for Kids Food Basket. The celebration 
continued with matching outfits and shared excitement 
around the popular “6–7” phrase, strengthening friendships 
and staff connections.

Moments like these reflect what makes Valleywood ARCH 
special — a place where students build relationships, 
celebrate together, and truly know they belong.

Kappa Alpha Psi and Brookwood Unite for Literacy
Brookwood Elementary students enjoyed a special visit in February as Principal 
Lorenzo Bradshaw and members of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. spent time 
reading with students and sharing their love of learning.

The visit was part of the second annual National Day of Reading, a nationwide 
initiative led by Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. in partnership with the nonprofit 
organization Room to Read. Throughout the day, fraternity members visited 
classrooms to engage students in read-alouds, sparking excitement around books 
and literacy.

Room to Read’s partnership with the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity supports literacy 
efforts across the United States. Together, the organizations are working toward 
a world free from illiteracy and gender inequality, where all children have room to 
read, learn and grow.

Brookwood students were eager listeners and actively participated in the read-aloud 
sessions, making the visit both meaningful and memorable. Brookwood Elementary 
is grateful to Principal Bradshaw and the members of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 
for their continued commitment to education and for helping inspire a love of reading 
in students.
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Excellence Amplified: EKHS Jazz 1 Claims First Place at CMU
East Kentwood High School’s Jazz 1 ensemble brought home top honors at this year’s CMU Jazz Festival, earning First Place in 
the AA Division among more than 60 bands from across the state.

The annual festival, hosted by Central Michigan University, showcases some of Michigan’s most talented student musicians. 
Competing against outstanding programs statewide, Jazz 1 distinguished itself with an exceptional performance that earned 
the highest recognition in its division.

In addition to the overall first-place finish, several individual and sectional honors were awarded:

Jazz 1 Honors
•	 Isaiah Gilliam – Best Soloist
•	 Jazz 1 Trombones – Best Section
•	 Jazz 1 Rhythm Section – Third Place Best Section

East Kentwood’s Jazz 2 ensemble also delivered an impressive 
performance in Class B competition, earning multiple recognitions:

Jazz 2 Honors
•	 Jazz 2 Trombones – Second Place Best Section
•	 Aariq Williams – Third Place Best Soloist

These achievements reflect the dedication, talent, and countless hours of 
rehearsal put in by our student musicians, along with the guidance and leadership of their directors. Performances like these 
highlight the strength of East Kentwood’s music program and the commitment of our students to excellence.

Congratulations to Jazz 1 and Jazz 2 on representing East Kentwood High School and Kentwood Public Schools with pride! 

Excellence Through Connection at Discovery
At Discovery Elementary, connection is the foundation of success. Families don’t just enroll — they stay — because students 
feel supported and known.

Kentwood School Services Network (KSSN) School Community Coordinator Michelle Beals serves as the link between school 
and community, connecting families to resources like Hand2Hand, Kids Hope mentoring, and enrichment programs such as 
Girls on the Run, The Arc, TTQ, and Bible Club. As part of the school’s Tier 2 and Attendance Team, she also helps identify early 
signs of disengagement and connects families with support before challenges escalate.

That spirit of care extends through Discovery’s PTC, which recently helped complete a new Sensory Room. This room is a calm 
space where students can reset and return to learning ready to focus.

At Discovery, support isn’t reactive, but, instead, it’s proactive. Relationships come first, and that’s what makes the difference.

Service, Scholarship, and Leadership: Rotary Honors EKHS 
Seniors
East Kentwood High School proudly recognizes Aaron Cobb, Camryn Smith, Quan 
Cheatham, Deborah Osiri, James Sherrills, and Samaree Williams as recent Rotary 
Students of the Month for December, January, and February. Each student exemplifies 
leadership, service, academic excellence, and a commitment to making a positive impact.

These outstanding seniors represent a wide range of future aspirations, from pediatric 
medicine, nursing, and education to psychology and the arts. Their involvement includes 
mentoring younger students, volunteering at the Refugee Education Center, competing in HOSA, 
leading through Student Council, participating in athletics and youth organizations, and serving 
their communities in meaningful ways.

Across their varied experiences, one theme stands out: a deep desire to uplift others. We 
congratulate these Falcons for representing East Kentwood with integrity, resilience, and 
purpose. Their leadership reflects the very best of our school community.
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Falcon Classic Golf Outing Returns June 8
The Falcon Classic Golf Outing returns on Monday, June 8 at StoneWater Country Club, bringing together educators, 
community members, and local businesses for a great day on the course in support of Kentwood Public Schools.

Proceeds from the Falcon Classic benefit the Kentwood Public Schools Education Foundation (KPSEF), the district’s strategic 
fundraising partner. Through events like this, KPSEF funds teacher grants that bring classroom ideas to life - supporting 
everything from robotics equipment and art supplies to student wellness tools. Thanks to last year’s outing, 20 teacher grants 
were funded, and this year our goal is to double that impact and support 40 grants, reaching even more classrooms across the 
district.

We are currently seeking sponsors for this year’s outing and invite local businesses and community partners to get involved. 
Sponsorships offer meaningful visibility while directly supporting students, teachers, and innovative learning opportunities 
across KPS.

Whether you golf, sponsor, or simply cheer 
from the sidelines, the Falcon Classic is a 
powerful reminder that when Kentwood 
Public Schools thrive, we all thrive.

To sponsor:

Enrollment Open for 2026–27 School Year
Kentwood Public Schools is excited to announce that enrollment for the 2026–27 school year is 
now open.

All students, including new students, returning students, and School of Choice students, must 
complete registration each year. Annual registration ensures that we have the most accurate and 
up-to-date information to support your child’s success.

Families can begin the enrollment process by visiting kentwoodps.org and clicking on the 
Enrollment tab. The process is quick and important for planning purposes across the district.

We strongly encourage all families to complete registration by May 15. Meeting this deadline 
allows our team to efficiently plan class assignments, staffing, and transportation routes to 
ensure a smooth start to the school year.

If you have questions or need assistance with enrollment, please contact your child’s school office.

We look forward to another outstanding year at Kentwood Public Schools where every student belongs, and every 
family is valued.

The Pinewood Welcome: Building a Bridge to Belonging
At Pinewood School, we know the move to middle school is a major milestone. 
From the start, our team is intentional about making students and families feel 
welcomed, supported, and excited. The journey begins with 5th Grade Family Night, 
where incoming families meet staff, explore programs, and tour the building to build 
confidence for the year ahead.

Student leaders play a key role in the transition, offering tours and practical guidance 
so every new Falcon knows a friendly face from day one. Our counseling team also 
partners closely with families to create schedules tailored to each learner, with 
strong core instruction and a wide range of exploratory courses including fine arts, 
PE, world cultures, health, teen leadership, and STEM.

Through collaboration and a shared commitment to student success, Pinewood 
ensures every student feels seen, supported, and valued — because here, every 
Falcon belongs.
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