Tiger Tail News 
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Townline Elementary, 100 60th St. S.E., Grand Rapids, MI  49548

(616) 538-4120

www.kentwoodps.org/townline

“Welcome back” to an exciting school year!  I am happy to see those of you who are returning and we warmly welcome all of you who are new to our Townline family.  I hope that your child has enjoyed their first few weeks of school.  The kids are starting to feel comfortable with their new routine, teacher and classmates.

Thank you for attending our Open House in August.  This was a great night to meet the staff, tour the school, and better understand the curriculum and expectations of your child’s grade level.  Teachers will offer you many ideas to assist you in how to help your child be successful in school this year!  I assure you that every staff member is committed to helping your child develop to his or her full potential academically, socially and emotionally.

The Student/Parent Handbooks including our Student Code of Conduct were sent home last Friday.  Please make sure you review Townline’s Expectations with your child and sign the neon green agreement form on the back page of the handbook.  Please return this page to your child’s teacher as soon as possible.

Please look for our school-wide newsletters, Tiger Tail News, coming home with your child the second and fourth Friday of every month, as well as on-line at www.kentwoodps.org. 
The staff and I look forward to working with you to create a wonderful year of learning for all of our Townline Tigers!  Please let me know if I can help answer any questions or concerns you may have.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Karen Friberg, Principal

Picture Day!

Tuesday, September 16 – all students
Every child will be photographed for our yearbook, regardless of whether or not they are purchasing a picture package!  SMILE(!
Our P.T.C. will sponsor Townline Carnival on Friday, September 26, 2014 from 6:00 – 8:00 PM.  Parent volunteers are needed!  Please call 538-4120 if you are able to work a shift from 5:45 – 7:00 or 7:00 – 8:15 PM. An informational note will be sent home on Monday (or e-mail Townlineptc@yahoo.com)
Upcoming dates to remember:
Tues., Sept. 16
School Pictures (
Fri., Sept. 19

Popcorn Day!
Mon., Sept. 22

Yankee Candle fundraiser




orders & $ due in office




Market Day sale in gym




3:30 – 4:30 PM

Fri., Sept. 27

PTC Carnival 6-8 PM
Wed., Oct. 1

Count Day!


Thurs., Oct. 2

Title I Night @ EKHS for



all KPS elementary families




5:30 – 7:00 PM

Cyber safety presentation for parents & special activities for students! (Registration
Required) NO ARCH!
Tues., Oct. 21

Picture retakes (
Wed., Oct. 22

Parents & Pastries,8:15-8:45

Fri., Oct. 24
Bring Your Father to School 


Day (AM activities)


Popcorn Day!

Mon., Oct. 27

Safe Schools Week  
Wed., Oct. 31

Half day; 12:13 dismissal




Fall Harvest Party @ 11 AM
Our Mission Statement
We believe that all children will learn academic and life-related skills through a variety of strategies and materials that are developmentally appropriate.  We will assure a safe, positive learning environment, rich in acceptance and respect, in which each child will master the district outcomes and reach his/her highest level of learning.  We accept responsibility, in cooperation with our school community, to teach children skills essential for life-long learning.

Yankee Candle Fundraiser
We still have another week to collect orders for our Yankee Candle Fundraiser! These items make wonderful gifts! Orders with payment are due in Townline’s office on Monday, Sept. 22 and will be delivered in late October.  Thank you for supporting our school!
Title I Family Night at
East Kentwood High School
Thursday, Oct. 2
5:30-7:00 PM
Registration required!
5:30-6:00   Free pizza (RSVP in advance)

6:00-7:00   Parent presentation on Cyber Safety

      and student activities

We have a NEW school-wide behavior system in place!  We have a rubric set up with expectations throughout various spots in the school.  Our motto is “Be Responsible, Be Respectful, Be Safe.”  Each time a child moves their clip to RED, parents will be contacted either by phone and/or paper explaining the incident.  
Purple:  Above & beyond the behavior expectations

Green: Ready to learn (where clips start each day)

Yellow: Make better choices (warning is given before a clip is moved here)

Red: Action taken (removal from a room to fill out a “Thinking Sheet” and regroup)
Safety Guidelines and Policies

ALL visitors and volunteers are required to enter the school through the main entrance (Door A) by the office and sign in to receive or show their pre-assigned a visitor’s badge.  All other exterior doors will be locked for safety precautions.  We appreciate your help in following these procedures.

Anytime you come to the building to pick up your child(ren) prior to dismissal at 3:55 PM, you must stop in the office to sign them out.  We will call your child(ren) to meet you at the office.  This is especially important at the end of the day when teachers are giving last minute instructions and helping students get ready to leave. We ask that students do not get dismissed early without a prearranged appointment that is communicated in advance to the teacher and office. All parents entering the building will need to come through our office, as the set of interior doors will be locked daily.

Young 5 children are meeting in the lobby beginning at 8:40 AM and are also being dismissed to their parents in the lobby at 3:55 dismissal.
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Student Drop-Off & Pick –Up

· Students eating breakfast should arrive between 8:30 –8:45 AM and enter through Door E.

· Drop-off in parking lots on both east and west side of building (Doors A & D) should not occur before 8:40 AM, as playground supervision does not occur until that time.

· Do NOT park in the front bus-loading area (Door B & C) or in the pick up/drop off lanes of parking lot A.  You must use a designated parking space if leaving your vehicle.

· Please escort your child to and from the car.  Do not ask your child to cross through the parking lot alone.  The safety of children depends on the cooperation of everyone.

Lining Up Procedures

Bus riders should arrive in the morning between 8:35 – 8:50 AM. Students must walk around the east side of the school to their playground, staying on the designated sidewalks. During inclement weather, all students enter via Door B and sit in the hallways outside their classrooms.
Young 5’s students will enter the building from the bus loop or parents will drop off their child and wait with the paraprofessional in the lobby.  Kindergartners will go outside before school to their new playground.
Students in grades 1-5 enter school at 8:55 AM, when the bell rings and their teacher picks up the class from the playground.  The following doors will be used:

Y 5’s (in lobby)

Door A (parent transport)




Door B (bus riders)

Kdg., 1st & 2nd gr.
Door G

3rd & 4th gr.

Door E + all breakfast eaters
5th gr.


Door D (parent transport)
At the end of the day, walkers exit at their recess doors listed above.  We ask that children head straight home after school and do not play on the equipment unless supervised by an adult or a part of the Gr. 1-5 afterschool ARCH program.
Before School Breakfast
Students in Gr. Kdg. -5 eating breakfast in the cafeteria may enter Door E no earlier than 8:30 AM and will be dismissed at 8:40 AM to go to their playgrounds using the back gym doors to exit. Young 5’s students wait in the lobby. To avoid tardies, we are asking all breakfast eaters to come between 8:30 – 8:50 AM.  If the busses arrive late, your child will be served breakfast.

Birthday Celebrations

If you child is celebrating a birthday, you are welcome to send a treat.  Either send it with your child or drop it off in the office.  Teachers will pass birthday treats out when time allows.  Please send pre-packaged snacks only (no cakes, peanut butter or balloons)
Hot Lunch

Please remember to send your lunch money on Mondays or the first day of the school week.  You may pay for a week, month, semester, or year.

Each student who buys hot lunch will have an account handled by our food service personnel.  When the balance in that account gets low, a letter will be sent home.

You may also deposit money into your child’s account through the internet at www.mypaymentsplus.com or by calling 1-866-668-5709 if you do not have internet access.  You will need your child’s student ID#, which is available in our office.

2014 – 2015 Character Traits
September

Working Together/




Cooperation

October

Respect
November

Responsibility

December

Caring

January

Fairness

February

Citizenship
March 


Trustworthiness

April


Self Control/




Protecting the Environment

May


Determination

Please check out our Tiger Trait Train in the front hallway to see the students who have been recognized by a staff member for demonstrating cooperation this month.  At the end of each month, six students will be randomly chosen to share pizza with Mrs. Friberg.
Parents & Pastries will be held on Wednesday, October 22nd!  We will begin in the library at 8:15 AM where you will read with your child.  You may bring a book from home or borrow a book from the library.  At 8:30 we will go to the gym to enjoy complimentary pastries, juice and coffee until
 8:45 AM.
Townline will host After School Bible Club on Tuesdays beginning September 30th from 4:00 – 4:45 PM in the Art Room.  Permission Forms must be signed by a parent and are available in the office. Students attending ARCH can go directly to their pre-assigned teacher following this activity.
Market Day

Market Day returns this year with awesome monthly opportunities to purchase restaurant-quality food items while contributing 10% of your purchase to Townline students!  It only takes a few moments to complete an order form, which is included in each brochure.  Simply enter the quantity of the item you wish to purchase in front of the item description and be sure your name, address, etc. are at the bottom of the form.  Forms should be turned in to our office by the due date indicated on the sheet.  You can also order on-line and have the option to pay by credit card at www.marketday.com.  If paying at the time of the sale, cash, check and Michigan Bridge Card will be accepted. Our sale dates are Sept. 22, Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Dec. 15, Jan. 26, Feb. 23, Mar. 23, Apr. 27, May 18.
Medication Reminder

If your child needs medication at school we must have written permission from you.  In the case of prescription medication, we must also have the doctor’s signature. Forms are available in Townline’s office.

PTC Notes

2014--2015 Officers

President:


Samantha Reed
Vice President:

Juan Martell
Secretary:


Open
Treasurer:


Shane Reed
Transition Year Advisor:
Jerry Welch


All parents are welcome to attend our PTC meetings, which are held at 5:00 PM in the Media Center.  Scheduled meeting dates are:



        October 14
November 4
December 2
January 13
February 10
March 10
April 21
May 12
Our PTC will be selling popcorn ($.50/bag or 3/$1.00) to the staff/students on the following dates:

Sept. 19

Feb. 27
Oct. 24


Mar. 27
Nov. 21

April 24
Dec. 19

May 29 (N/C-free)

Jan. 30
Our classroom party dates are Oct. 31-Fall Harvest, Dec. 18-Holiday and Feb. 13-Valentines. Oct. 31 and Feb. 14 are half days and school will dismiss at 12:13 PM.
If you are interested in volunteering in your child’s classroom or at a PTC sponsored event, please complete and return a Volunteer Consent Form and the PTC Volunteer Interest Survey  to our office. If you haven’t already done so!
PTC Rollerskating Parties:  Please join us on 10/01 (free for all TL students), 1/14/15, 03/18, and 5/19 @ Kentwood Fun Spot from 6:00-8:00 PM.  The cost is $6.00 (for the last three parties) and includes regular skate rental.

 Please bring in your Boxtops for Education, as we will be having classroom competitions and rewards every month.
Counselor’s Corner
Greetings!  My name is Ms. Allaire and I am the school counselor at Townline.  I will be with Townline Tigers on Mondays.  I look forward to connecting with you and your family.  Please feel free to call me with concerns affecting your child’s experience at school.  My e-mail address is carey.allaire@kentwoodps.org and the phone # at Townline is 538-4120, Ext. 28251.

Personal Safety for our kids is of greatest importance to parents and educators!  Elementary counselors and the Children’s Assessment Center KIDZ Have Rights program are presenting personal safety lessons in K-4 classrooms again this year, beginning in October! This will entail KPS approved videos and group lessons which discuss appropriate touches, encourage telling trusted adults if a touch makes the child uncomfortable, how to handle strangers, among other safety topics.  If you have questions or concerns, please call me at the above number.
Have a great school year!












